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As the Web has evolved, so too have users' expectations of it--which means that today's Web

developers are being forced to deal with issues that weren't even considerations not long ago. How

do you develop a site that customizes itself to individual users? How can you design your site so

that even nontechnical users will be able to contribute content? To answer these questions and

more, you need this book. By examining your favorite Web authoring program--Dreamweaver MX

2004--in the context of databases and the technology solutions that have grown out of them, this

book/CD combo will have you moving from static to dynamic sites in no time. You don't need

programming experience to construct the fictional travel tour site that's the centerpiece of this

volume. Just follow along with the 16 hands-on lessons (which include side-by-side ASP PHP, and

ColdFusion code), and you'll be well on your way to the interactive, easy-to-maintain, and

standards-compliant sites that represent the way of the future.
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I bought this book upon seeing all of the wonderful reviews it was given here on . I had been

designing web pages professionally for about a year, and was ready to make the move to dynamic

development. I had only a little knowledge of web programming and attendant technologies and

thought this would offer the best place to begin. Unfortuntely for me, it was a little too simplistic.The

book is mapped from beginning to end on an imaginary site, Newland Tours; the reader follows

along, doing the steps given, to turn the site from static into dynamic. The problem for me was



two-fold. I learn by understanding the fundamentals, and theory, first, and then by trial-and-error.

This book allows for neither.The author barely scrapes the theory or "why" behind any of what is

shown; in fact at one point he states that it would be beyond the scope to do so - which is precisely

the trouble with much of the book, everything one might want to know seems to be beyond the

scope. Much of the book is "do this, do that, save and close." If you make a mistake, you can fix it

easily enough by loading the completed page - but this proves to be a double-edged sword. Since

the fundamentals of structure and syntax have not been thoroughly realized, the reader may feel as

if he has no idea of what went wrong in the process, and it becomes tempting to load the finished

pages and move on. In fact, the author encourages this in several spots. So those like me, who like

to explore and learn from our mistakes are rather left by the wayside, ironically, in the book's

attempt to make itself more newbie-friendly.
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